[Management of respiratory infection after open heart surgery].
The results of a retrospective study on the management of respiratory infection after open heart surgery in 370 consecutive cases are presented in this paper. The incidence of postoperative respiratory infection was 3.8% (14 cases). There was atelectasis of the lung in 3, pneumonia in 6 and acute suppurative bronchitis in 5 cases. Among the 6 patients with postoperative pneumonia, one died of sepsis and another died of consolidation of the lung. The remaining 12 attained uneventful recovery after reasonable treatment with antibiotics, expectorant, oxygen therapy, inhalation therapy, bronchial lavage and aspiration. The prevention measures of postoperative respiratory infection are also discussed.